
 
 
 
 

 
 

How to Plan a Study Circle, Step by Step 
 

1. Identify the Subject: Decide on the topic or skill the circle will focus on. 
It could be anything from literature and art to programming or crafts. 

2. Set Goals: Define clear and realistic goals for the circle. What do 
participants want to achieve by taking part? For example, being able to 
converse in a new language or learning how to knit a specific pattern. 

3. Determine the Structure: Decide how often and how long you will 
meet, as well as the overall structure of each meeting. Will there be 
presentations, discussions, exercises, or a combination of these? 

4. Select Study Materials: Gather or create appropriate materials for the 
study circle. These could include books, articles, videos, exercises, or 
anything else that supports the topic and goals. 

5. Choose Equipment: What equipment is needed to conduct the study 
circle? For a knitting circle, for example, yarn and knitting needles are 
required, while for watercolor painting, brushes, paints, and paper are 
needed. Should the materials be purchased collectively, brought by 
participants, or borrowed on-site? 

6. Plan the Meeting Agenda: Create an agenda for each meeting that 
includes time for different activities, breaks, and discussions. As the circle 
leader, it’s helpful to make a rough plan, but make sure to leave room for 
participants' input. 

7. Engage Participants: Communicate clearly and effectively with 
participants about the purpose, goals, and expectations of the circle. Create 
an open and supportive atmosphere where everyone feels welcome to 
contribute. 

8. Evaluate and Adjust: After each term, assess the progress of the circle 
and gather participants' feedback. Adjust the plan and activities as needed 
to ensure that goals are met and participants remain engaged. 

9. Follow Up and Close: Conclude the circle by summarizing what has been 
achieved and how participants have developed. Give participants an 
opportunity to reflect on their own progress and any next steps they can 
take. 

 


